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Deserts Word Search

Date:Name:

At the bottom of the page is a list of words. These words are hidden in the puzzle. The words have 
been placed horizontally, vertically, or diagonally - frontwards or backwards. When you locate a 
word, draw a circle around it.

1. A fertile or green spot in a waste or 
desert, especially in a sandy desert.

2. Desert plants often reduce their rates 
of ______ to conserve water.

3. Having a habit of seeking food or 
moving about at night; as, nocturnal 
birds and insects.

4. Some deserts occur in the ______ of 
mountains which block moist winds.

5. Desert located in Mongolia and China.

6. Process by which sand is dropped by 
the wind to form hills or ridges.

7. A major agent in the transportation 
and deposition of sand in the desert.

8. Desert located in southern Africa.
9. Any spiny succulent plant of the family 

Cactaceae native chie�y to arid 
regions of the New World.

10. A high tableland; a plateau on a hill.

NOCTURNAL TRANSPIRATION WIND CACTUS
MESA OASIS RAIN SHADOW GOBI
DEPOSITION KALAHARI

Z T D L X Q O P C H N W M U P M

S E M A N R A G O B I K V L W B

R V E Y U N S J A D E R M X D K

T R P V H D I V I Q D F I K E A

C A R H J Z S G V A H R W K P L

A I V X R S A K H X P L B Z O A

C N L Z P F O L M E S A W R S H

T S M A Q F N B B K V X Q X I A

U H E Q F A K L O Q T C X D T R

S A U L U N O C T U R N A L I I

X D I O J S U X N S N T W J O W

X O G Z W P W I N D G B T U N H

H W J T R A N S P I R A T I O N



Name: Date:

Class: Teacher:

Learn about deserts.
At the bottom of the page is a list of words. These words are hidden in the puzzle. The words have 
been placed horizontally, vertically, or diagonally - frontwards or backwards. When you locate a 
word, draw a circle around it.

1. A fertile or green spot in a waste or 
desert, especially in a sandy desert.

2. Desert plants often reduce their rates 
of ______ to conserve water.

3. Having a habit of seeking food or 
moving about at night; as, nocturnal 
birds and insects.

4. Some deserts occur in the ______ of 
mountains which block moist winds.

5. Desert located in Mongolia and China.

6. Process by which sand is dropped by 
the wind to form hills or ridges.

7. A major agent in the transportation 
and deposition of sand in the desert.

8. Desert located in southern Africa.

9. Any spiny succulent plant of the family 
Cactaceae native chiefly to arid 
regions of the New World.

10. A high tableland; a plateau on a hill.
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